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In April, Woody Siciliano took on the 
responsibilities of Lay Director for the Diocese 
of Allentown.  When you see him, please offer 
him your warmest welcome, prayers and 
support.   

Woody and his wife Lisa attend St. 
Catharine of Siena Parish in Exeter Township.  
They have 5 children between them.  He 
works as an engineer at Intel Corporation and 
enjoys golf, bowling, skiing, camping and 
cooking.  

He lived his Cursillo in 1997, the 57
th

 
weekend, and sat at St. Peter’s Table. Woody 
states that the Cursillo Movement has shaped 
the person he is today.  His formation was 
aided by study and the friendships formed by 
group reunions. I know he will lead the 
movement well. 

It has been a privilege to serve Cursillo 
during the past three years.  I am indebted to 
all the dedicated Cursillistas, who are members 
of the Secretariat, for making the job easier.  
They were always willing to help and do what 
was necessary to assure the integrity of the 
movement. I would especially like to thank our 
Spiritual Director, Father Marty Kern, for his 
guidance and friendship.  

My wish is for all Cursillistas to continue 
to Make a Friend, Be a Friend, and Bring your 
Friend to Christ as you evangelize in the square 
meter of your environment.  God Bless. 

De Colores!  

Ellen Potter 

The CDC weekend was given from June 16 –19 
in a beautiful  mansion in Chester County.  A 
National team  was selected from Washington, 
Scranton, Philadelphia, Middletown, PA, and 
Middletown, NY. 
 
It was very different from a traditional Cursillo 
weekend.  There were talks by each of the 
team members, table leaders, discussion of the 
talks, daily Mass, lots of food and friendship 
but the purpose was for us (the Allentown 
Diocese) to rethink the movement and get 

back to the basics as intended by  the founder, 
Edwardo Bonnin. 
 
There were 24 attendees (23 from the  
Allentown Diocese and 1 from the Scranton 
Diocese).  Our Spiritual Director, Father Marty 
Kern was an active participant. 
 
At this time, there is some discussion on how 
to introduce these new ideas but no time 
frame as to when this will happen.  Stay tuned! 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters --   
 
We had the opportunity to gather for the Kick-Off Mass 
for the upcoming Cursillo weekends on Saturday, 25 June 
here at Saint Columbkill.  The Mass concluded with an 
indoor picnic.  I find that Cursillo events are very life-
giving for me personally.   
 
One of the benefits of the Cursillo community is that is extends beyond the 
boundaries of parishes.  There are people involved in the movement from all over 
the Diocese of Allentown and beyond.  It allows for a sharing that is not solely 
parochial. It is good to know what is going on elsewhere.  It is good to make 
connections throughout the diocese.  The event we celebrated renews those 
connections.   
 
As you are aware, Cursillo is an instrument of God's love.  It exists to remind 
people that they are loved by God and to create community.  This is manifested in 
group reunion and also the larger Ultreya.  What we did on Saturday was just 
that!  May this blessing that we have been given be multiplied many times over as 
we do our part to widen this community as we prepare for these weekends.   
 
With love and gratitude 
         -- Fr. Marty Kern    

P Privilege and power of Prayer, and for Personal Service to the Cursillistas. 

A 
Anytime, anywhere, by anybody, to anyone, for anything, which expresses the when, 
where, who and why of Palanca. 

L 
"Lever" (Palanca) of our knees bent in prayer; for the love of God towards us, and for 
our love one to another; for the Light of Christ, and for His Light which we bring to 
the world; and for the letters of love which are evidence of Palanca to the Pilgrims. 

A 
Acts we do (anonymously, if possible) to affirm God's love in our lives, ascribing all 
adoration and praise to God our Father, rather than pointing to ourselves. 

N 
Nourishment - providing for the Pilgrim's physical needs with food, snacks, and re-
freshments. 

C Core of Palanca - the caring community with Christ at the center. 

A Abundance of God's gifts to us, and for our need to accept his love. 

 From the Diocese of Southwest Florida      



3 

 

87
th

 Cursillo Team Members 

Men’s Team Role on the team Women’s Team 

Msgr. Edward Coyle Spiritual Director Rev. Eric Tolentino 

Deacon Joe Lombardo Assistant Spiritual Director Deacon Craig Fry 

Tony Martucci Rector(a) Lisa Siciliano 

Joe Crago Assistant Rector(a) Sandi Lloyd 

Mitch Milanek Head of Kitchen Gina Gonzales 

Jim Connell Head of Physical Judy McMahon 

Gene Bellus Ideal Talk Debbie Auchter 

Gene Orlando Laity Talk Phyllis Rieger 

Chris Flaherty Piety Talk Bev Marino 

Dave Meehan Study Talk Nancy Clee 

Tony Saldutti Action Talk Fidelia Akabogu 

Bill Minford Leaders Talk Mary LaBianca 

Tony Fague Environment Talk Laura Smith 

Jeff Joyce Christian Community  Lisa Ianni 

Tom Sproul Cursillista Beyond Cursillo  Helen McComb 

Mike Balla Kitchen Deb Neely 

Dennis Potter Kitchen Marlene Lester 

Nick Gatto Floater Mercedes Saldutti 

Bill Headen Floater Betty Woodring 

Bill Minford Leader of Song Mary LaBianca 

Meet the Rector/Rectora  
      

      
Tony Martucci, the rector for  the 87

th
 men’s weekend, is a native of the Lehigh Valley and now lives 

in Center Valley.  He   is a member of Assumption BVM parish in Colesville where he has been 
involved with many parish activities.  He and his wife, Mary, will celebrate their 55

th
 wedding 

anniversary this August.  They have 5 children.  Tony has also been involved with the Boy Scouts for 
40 years.   He is retired from Bethlehem Steel. 
 
Lisa Siciliano, the rectora for the 87

th
 weekend, made the 74

th
 weekend.  She is a member of St. 

Catharine of Siena in Reading and is involved with many parish activities.  She and her husband, 
Woody, the new lay director for the movement, have been married for 12 years.   Lisa has 2 children 
from her first marriage and Woody has 3 children from his first marriage.  Lisa works at the Court in 
Berks County. 
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Please keep in your prayers all 
who have left this life to be forever 
with the Lord. 

In Memoriam 

New 5th Day Cursillistas  

Donations to Cursillo 
In memory of  

Rev.  Robert J. Reed 
 

Send to: 
Theresa Racek, Treasurer 

603 N. 13th Street 
Allentown, PA 18102 

 
Checks  should be made payable to:  

Allentown  
Cursillo Movement 

In the last edition of the Poster, there was a 
section with information taken from the National 
Cursillo Website.  This edition follows up with 
postings from the national  that might be of 
interest to our community: 
 
 There is a YouTube video that explains some 

of the key principals of the movement.  This 4 
minute video would be a good introduction  
to the movement  for people who are 
considering a future weekend.  (Remember—
the next weekends are scheduled for 
September and October.) The web address is:   

 https://vimeo.com/167983246 
 
 After watching the video above,  check out a 

picture and music video of the 25th National 
Encounter at Villanova University in 2015.  
There are some photos of Allentown Diocese 
Cursillistas and the leader who led the CDC 
weekend this past June. 

 
 Amazon Smile Foundation and Cursillo. The 

National Cursillo Movement has been 
successfully registered with the Amazon Smile 
Program as a non-profit organization eligible 
to receive donations through the Foundation.  
Amazon Smile is a website operated by 
Amazon that allows you to enjoy the same 
wide selection of products and convenient 
shopping features as on Amazon.com.  The 
difference is that when you shop on Amazon 
Smile (www.smile.amazon.com), the Amazon 
Smile foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to the eligible non-profit 
organization of your choice.  Therefore, 
effective immediately, you  can  support 

National Cursillo Movement by visiting  
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-0563788. 

 
 New National Cursillo Website The new 

website has been up and running for 2 
months! Now you can subscribe to receive the 
National Newsletter, download forms and 
view Memos, enjoy the automated bookstore 
checkout with a shopping cart that accepts 
American Express, Discover, Visa and Master 
Card, etc. The website address remains the 
same:  

  https://www.natl-cursillo.org  
 
 There are several new books that are available 

that you may want to consider.  They can be 
purchased at the national website:  https://
www.natl-cursillo.org/cursillo-literature/ 

 
 Study of the Charism 
 Structure of Ideas by Edwardo Bonnin 
 An Apprentice Christian by E. Bonnin 
 My Spiritual Testament by E. Bonnin 
 Cursillo History and Memory 
 
 
 The 2016 National Encounter will be held 

during August 4-7, 2016 at Lewis University 
which is located in Romeoville near Chicago, 
IL. Lewis University is a Catholic University 
sponsored by the De La Salle Christian 
Brothers. It offers an ideal setting for the 
National Encounter with a wide array of 
facilities and services. A cozy chapel with 
seating for 600, air-conditioned residence 
halls and innovative meal plans are available.  

 
 

https://vimeo.com/167983246
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-0563788
https://www.natl-cursillo.org
https://www.natl-cursillo.org/cursillo-literature/
https://www.natl-cursillo.org/cursillo-literature/
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 DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME NOTES 

 Mon, July 25 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis of Assisi 7:00 pm  

 Tues, August 2 Carbon/Schuylkill  
Ultreya 

SS. Peter & Paul School 
Lehighton 

7:00 pm   

 Thurs, August 4-7 National Cursillo 
Encounter 

Lewis University,  
Romeoville, IL 

  

 Sat, August 6 No Plowville        
Ultreya 

   

 Mon, August 8 Allentown Ultreya St Francis of Assisi 7:00 pm   

 Wed, August 10 Secretariat Meeting  St. Francis of Assisi 
 

7:00 pm  

 Mon, August 15 Reading Ultreya St Catharine of Siena  7:30 pm   

 Mon, August 22 Allentown Ultreya St Francis of Assisi 7:00 pm   

 Sat., September 3 Plowville Ultreya St. Benedict 9:00 am After Mass 

 Mon., September 5 Happy Labor Day    

 Tues., September 6 No Carbon/
Schuylkill Ultreya 

    

 Sat., September 10 School of Leaders St. Mary’s, Kutztown 8:30 am—
noon 

  

 Mon, September 12 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis of Assisi 7:00 pm   

 Wed., September 14 Secretariat Meeting St. Francis of Assisi 7:00 pm   

 Mon, September 19 Reading Ultreya St Catharine of Siena  7:30 pm   

 Mon. September 26 Send off Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 7:30 pm  

 Mon, September 26 No Allentown      
Ultreya 

Reading Ultreya   

 Thurs, September 29 87th Men’s Week-
end begins 

Candidates arrive at St. 
Francis of Assisi 

6:00 pm  

 Thurs, October 6 87th Women’s 
Weekend begins 

Candidates arrive at St. 
Francis of Assisi 

6:00 pm  
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Day 1, Tuesday, August 30:  Pray for the 87th Cursillo 
Weekend.  Pray that all who are part of the teams will pray 
each day and plan for the Cursillo Weekend.  Pray that all 
are diligent so that nothing is overlooked.  Pray for the 
teams.  Please grant them health and energy to do God’s 
will.  Pray that each candidate opens their heart to the 
Holy Spirit and is receptive to all the bounty in store for 
them on this very special weekend. 

 
Day 2, Wednesday, August 31:  Pray for the Rector Tony 

Martucci, and Rectora Lisa Sicilliano.  They need all our 
prayers!  Let them be open to all who are helping and 
guiding them.  Give them the wisdom needed to 
coordinate all aspect of the Weekend.  And above all, 
never let them lose sight of whom this weekend is for and 
who is really running the show. 

 
Day 3, Thursday, September 1: Pray for the Assistant Rector 

Joe Crago and the Assistant Rectora Sandi Lloyd.  Let the 
candidates see the love of the Lord through their example 
of good Christian fellowship and sense of fun!   

 
Day 4, Friday, September 2:  Pray today for all those giving 

talks (lay and clergy) that they are able to take time each 
day to pray and listen.  Pray that each is being touched 
and they are encountering Jesus in a special way during 
this time.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will guide and direct 
them as they put their thoughts on paper.  Pray that all the 
talks will follow the outlines given so that the Weekend fits 
together, yet, let each speaker find a way to express these 
outlines in new and interesting ways.   

 
Day 5, Saturday, September 3:  Pray for Table Assistants.  

Pray that God guides their words and actions throughout 
the entire Weekend.  Let them be encouraging and 
friendly to each and every candidate.  Let the candidates 
see God’s love through them.  May they be placed at the 
right table for the right candidates! 

 
Day 6, Sunday, September 4:  Pray for our music leaders, Bill 

Minford and Mary LaBianca as they prepare and 
coordinate the music for the Weekend.  We give thanks 
for all the other talented musicians on the teams as well.  
We give thanks for the joy and inspiration their music 
brings.   

 
Day 7, Monday, September 5:  Pray for the Spiritual 

Directors:  Monsignor Ed Coyle and Father Eric Tolentino.  
Thank you for the joy and laughter they bring along with 
Your Word.  Pray also for the Assistant Spiritual Directors:  

Deacon Joe Lombardo and Deacon Craig Fry.  Pray for 
them as they prepare their meditations and talks.  May 
their words give the candidates insight to His Word, His 
forgiveness and His love. 

 
Day 8, Tuesday, September 6:  We ask for your prayers 

today for Jim Connell and Judy McMahon, the Heads of 
the Physical Teams.  Praise God for their organizational 
skills!  May they enjoy the comradery of their teams as 
they work together on the many, many details of these 
Weekends.  Pray for all  their team members and for all 
those who work behind the scenes, unseen and seldom 
thanked.  WE THANK YOU! 

 
Day 9, Wednesday, September 7:  Pray for Mitch Milanek 

and Gina Gonzales, the Heads of the Kitchen Teams.  As 
they provide sustenance and hospitality for all the 
candidates and team members, let them always remember  
the importance of the “Marthas” in life.  Bless them for the 
prayers they offer for the speakers and let them know how 
very much their prayers are needed and appreciated. 

 
Day 10, Thursday, September 8:  Pray for the Candidates.  

Pray that they will not be anxious about attending, but will 
look forward to the Cursillo Weekend.  Pray today for 
those who do double duty at home or at the office so that 
the Candidates are able to attend the Weekend. 

 
Day 11, Friday, September 9:  Pray for all the Sponsors, that 

they take their commitment to sponsor very seriously.  
Pray that the Sponsors will prepare meaningful palanca for 
their candidates.   

 
Day 12, Saturday, September 10:  We ask your prayers for all 

those who will be conducting prayer vigils throughout the 
Weekends and all who offer palanca for the teams and 
candidates. 

 
Day 13, Sunday, September 11:  Pray for the support of the 

4th Day Community.  Pray that they take the time and 
interest to mark their calendars, and show their support by 
being present at masses, prayer vigils and closings. 

 
Day 14, Monday, September 12:  Pray for good weather! 
 
Day 15, Tuesday, September 13:  Pray the Prayer of the Holy 

Spirit  as you pray for those making the Weekend.  Pray 
that all involved with these Cursillo Weekends are sensing 
the blessing and joy that the Lord has offered to us 
through this experience.  

30 Days of Prayer 
Please join in 30 days of prayer for the Diocese of Allentown’s 87th Weekends 

 
Men:  September 29—October 2   Women:  October 6—October 9    (Begin on Tuesday, August 30) 

 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in the fire of your love.   
Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created and you shall renew the face of the earth. 

Let us pray:  O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that 
by that same Holy Spirit, we may be truly wise and ever rejoice in His consolations.   

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Day 16, Wednesday, September 14:  Pray for Bishop John O. 
Barres and give thanks for his support of Cursillo in the 
Diocese.  Bless him, Lord (and pray that he will seriously 
consider making a weekend himself). 

 
Day 17, Thursday, September 15:  Pray for Woody Sicilliano, 

Lay Director of the Allentown Cursillo, as he keeps a 
watchful eye on our preparations, guiding our movement 
with spirit and strength. 

 
Day 18, Friday, September 16:  A special day of prayer for all 

clergy in our Cursillo community.  Remember to lift them 
up in prayer and let them know they are loved and 
appreciated.  Pray that they will say “yes!” when they are 
called to share their gifts on a Cursillo team.  Pray for 
those clergy who have not yet attended a Weekend.  Pray 
they will be given the opportunity to do so, sometime 
soon, Lord, when you know it is the right time for them. 

 
Day 19, Saturday, September 17:  Pray for the physical, 

emotional, and spiritual health of the Teams as they 
prepare themselves during the final days before the 
Weekends.  Think of our Lord during His final days in 
Jerusalem.  Pray for strength where strength is needed, for 
healing where healing is needed, and forgiveness and 
restoration where that is needed. 

 
Day 20, Sunday, September 18:  A day to give thanks and 

praise to a loving God who provides all of our needs and 
who loves each of us unconditionally, giving thanks for 
our own Cursillo experience and the blessing that it has 
been in our lives.  A great day to spend time reflecting on 
how precious a relationship with Him really is!  Pray that 
each of us might have a servant’s heart that we will be 
able to put other people’s needs above our own.  Pray for 
those who do not know of Christ’s love for them.  Pray 
that each of us will be Christ to that person today.  
Remember that we are His feet, His eyes, and His hands! 

 
Day 21, Monday, September 19:  Pray for the Table 

Assistants and Speakers as well as the “new faces” serving 
on a Cursillo team for the first time.  Bless them as they 
speak with and to the candidates.  Give them discerning 
hearts and minds to interact with the candidates in ways 
that will help make their Weekend experience a truly 
meaningful, energizing and joyful one! 

 
Day 22, Tuesday, September 20:  Pray again for the Rector 

Tony Martucci and Rectora Lisa Sicilliano.  Lord, help them 
as they prepare their talks.  Let the hear what you want 
them to say.  Pray also for Joe Crago and Sandi Lloyd as 
they prepare to manage the Weekend schedule.  Let them 
remember that the Weekends will progress on God’s time.   

 
Day 23, Wednesday, September 21:  Give thanks today for 

the parishes in the Diocese as they worship together and 
the community of love that is there.  Pray that all will more 
closely follow Jesus’ command to “love our neighbors as 
ourselves.”  Pray for the growth of Cursillo in those 
parishes. 

 
Day 24, Thursday, September 22:  Pray for the clergy for 

these Weekends:  Monsignor Ed Coyle, Father Eric 
Tolentino, Deacon Joe Lombardo and Deacon Craig Fry.  
Pray they will have quality time to prepare, and time to 
rest and care for themselves, so they will have energy and 

a sense of humor to give to others throughout the 
Weekend. 

 
Day 25, Friday, September 23:  Pray that the Rector, Rectora 

and Team members will remember the words of our Lord, 
“Be not afraid.”  Pray that all candidates and team 
members will have a servant’s heart. 

 
Day 26, Saturday, September 24:  Pray for strength and 

endurance for the Teams and pray for wisdom for dealing 
with every need that arises and they endeavor to make 
“the best Weekend ever.”  Pray that the right people will 
be placed at the right table and will all bond quickly.  

 
Day 27, Sunday, September 25:  Pray for the Candidates, 

that their doubts and fears will be stilled.  Pray the 
Candidates will be open and receptive to the activities of 
the Cursillo.  Pray they will come with open hearts, 
unafraid, receptive to receiving the love of Jesus in a way 
they haven’t experience before.  Pray this will be a life 
changing and spiritually enriching encounter with our 
Lord. 

 
Day 28, Monday, September 26:  Pray that the Cursillo will 

be a blessing to the Candidates.  Pray the Holy Spirit will 
be upon the team with the gift of teaching.   

 
Day 29, Tuesday, September 27:  Pray that all who have had 

anything to do with these Cursillo Weekends have found 
wisdom, knowledge, strength, joy, enthusiasm, and a 
deeper spirituality because of it.   

 
Day 30, Wednesday, September 28:  On this final day for 

preparation for Cursillo Weekend 87, pray that the 
Candidates recognize and accept a deeper knowledge of 
the Holy Spirit in their lives.  Pray for those who have 
come to a fork in life’s road, that they will discern and 
recognize God’s voice.  Pray that they will listen, follow, 
and say, “Yes!”   

 
Pray for safe travel for everyone to and from the Weekends.  

Pray that many hands will make for a quick cleanup!  Pray 
for a restful night’s sleep for all the new Cursillistas and 
Team of Cursillo Weekend 87.  “Well done, my good and 
faithful servants.” 

 
Pray that strong group reunions will be formed...and 

that the Weekend is not the end, but the beginning 
of a new life with Christ.  AMEN. 
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